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eccentric titles to Froding's successive volumes of
verse, indicate the irregularity of his taste; in which
something of Burns is combined with more than a
touch of Baudelaire, and with a wildness, some-
times very ghastly and sinister, which is wholly his
own. But he is perhaps the most interesting purely
lyrical writer of modern Sweden.

In Oscar .Levertin there was less phosphores-
cence and more witchery ; he was not such an
improvisatore as Eroding, but a finer craftsman.
He was a Jew of Frisian extraction, born in
Ostergotland in 1862. He had attained great
eminence as a prose-writer, particularly in historical
criticism, before his superb talent as a poet was
revealed in 1891 by the publication of his "Legends
and Songs." This volume, which he wrote at Davos
while waiting for what he believed would be a
hopeless struggle with consumption, produced a
great sensation in Sweden. It has been said that
the new epoch in Swedish poetry dates from the
appearance of that volume, Levertin's use of
language is magical, and his lyrics give a poignant
expression to those feelings of frustrated passion
and disillusioned longing which are so charac-
teristic of the latest generation of Northerners.
Levertin died in Stockholm in 1906.

Verner von Heidenstam, who was born in 1859,
was the author of early poems of great beauty and
originality, but he has now become principally
known as a prose-writer whose monumental simpli-
city and classic beauty of style leave him without a